
Conductor, Rem Djemilev 
Assistant Conductor, Ben Spilman

July 31, 2021

Thank you to all our Music Teachers! 
Your work with our musicians is appreciated.

Seon	Cho	
Donna	Eyestone	
Kaila	Flexer	
Sarena	Hsu	
Ceci	Li	

Greg	Mazmanian	
Lila	Sklar	
Mayumi	Takarabe	
Sara	Usher	

YPCO will be in-person 
for our Fall Season beginning 

September 11, 2021 
Visit ypco.org to register

No one is excluded from YPCO for financial need, but we couldn’t 
provide scholarships without your support. Your tax-deductible 

contributions are appreciated, and may be mailed to: 
YPCO, PO Box 5113, Berkeley CA 94705. 

YPCO Board of Directors
Bill Card, President 

James Eyestone, Treasurer  
Shawn Antaya 

Donna Eyestone, Orchestra Manager

Virtual Concert



Ben Spilman 

Assistant Conductor 

Ben Spilman has been 
with YPCO since 1983, 
when he brought his 
seven-year-old daughter, 
Leah, to her first rehearsal. 
He offered to help 
conductor Ellen Mindel 
tune the students’ 
instruments and stayed on 
to become an enduring 

and dearly loved mainstay of the organization. 

Ben began playing violin when he was seven, studying first 
under his father and then with other teachers in the 
Chicago area. His most influential teacher was here in 
Berkeley: Vincent DiBianca, a former member of the San 
Francisco Symphony. Ben has played with a number of local 
orchestras over the years, including the Berkeley Opera and 
Berkeley and Vallejo symphonies. 

Ben started teaching in 1986 at Ecole Bilingue, the French/
English school in Berkeley. Since then, in addition to private 
students, he has coached string 
ensembles and sectionals at Malcolm X, 
Martin Luther King and Le Conte 
Schools, Berkeley Hight School, East 
Bay Suzuki Association group classes, 
Berkeley Youth Orchestra, Oakland 
Youth Orchestra, and, of course, YPCO. 
A man of many talents, Ben also makes 
fine violins and violas!

Dear YPCO Family, 

Welcome to our 2021 Summer concert! This is a special concert, as it hopefully represents 
the last of its kind, created in its entirety virtually. Because in the fall, right after a short 
break, we will have in-person rehearsals again, and concerts with musicians playing 
together!  Before we get too far, I wanted to tell you how fortunate we have been over the 
past 18 months.  

We are really blessed to have Rem and Ben as our musical directors. They have risen to the 
occasion, immediately embracing the changes needed to teach in a COVID world, and 
created a warm and inviting environment for our musicians, so they could continue to learn 
and thrive. Equally having Donna as orchestra manager, supporting us on all the 
challenges of being virtual, helping all our musicians to find their way to the rehearsals, 
and ensuring all our parents knew what to expect. She has also tirelessly planned out and 
made possible our return to in-person rehearsals in the Fall. And James and Shawn as the 
rest of the board, helping make some of the toughest decisions the YPCO has had in its 34 
year history, and making sure our finances and operational practices were in order.  Thank 
you Rem, Ben, Donna, James and Shawn for your leadership, friendship and passion, and I 
feel honored to have been there with you over the past months. 

We are equally blessed to have our musicians. You have been patient, courageous, and 
supportive. You have been patient, as you adapted to the many changes, stuck with us 
when you had to get up earlier or later to fit the schedule for practices, and learned to 
“learn” virtually. You have been courageous trying new musical pieces that you may not 
have tried before, pushing yourselves to learn in front of your fellow musicians, and going 
solo for each of the concerts. And you have been so supportive, cheering on your fellow 
musicians so they felt safe to push their horizons. You rock! I couldn’t think of more 
talented and wonderful musicians to have as members of the orchestra. 

And I am blessed for having the opportunity to watch this all over the past months. I was 
able to be a part of my daughter’s life in a way that would have never been possible, to 
spend time with my musician, and see the world through her eyes. I am thankful for having 
that opportunity.  

Back to the Fall...our reopening plans are on our website, and registration is open. St. 
John’s has been a lot more conservative in reopening, and we really appreciated their 
leadership in caring for us all. We will be taking precautions to ensure we are all safe.  We 
have had really good responses thus far, and may exceed our hopes of having one class of 
20 in the fall, and may have to split the class into two groups. More to come on that in the 
coming weeks.  If you have questions, let us know. 

I can’t wait to hear everyone in today’s concert, and hope that you enjoy these small 
gatherings, and enjoy watching your young musician grow their love for music. 

Kind regards, 
Bill Card, YPCO Board President

President’s Message



YPCO Orchestra Members

Violin

Rem Djemilev 

Music Director and Conductor 

We are particularly lucky to have 
as our music director and 
conductor Rem Djemilev, who is 
well known in the Bay Area for 
his superior musicianship and 
wonderful, positive work with 
young musicians. 

Born in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, in 
the former USSR, Rem Djemilev 

began his musical studies at age five and by the age of seven had 
won first prize in the All-Republican violin competition. Rem went 
on to study violin at the Moscow Conservatory under the great 
virtuoso Leonid Kogan and viola under Feodor Druzhinin. 

In 1988 he toured the United States as a member of the American-
Soviet Youth Orchestra, conducted by Zubin Mehta and Dmitri 
Kataenko. After graduating from the Moscow Conservatory, Rem 
moved to the United States. He has toured extensively throughout 
Europe and the US with the Arlekin String Quartet. 

Along with teaching private violin and viola lessons, Rem teaches at 
the Crowden School in Berkeley. He conducts the Community Arts 
Youth Orchestra and the Diablo Regional Youth Orchestra in 
Walnut Creek, and plays in many chamber groups and orchestras in 
the Bay Area.

Juliana Ishikawa

Cello

Nirvana Banerjee 
Sofia Card-Lopez 
Kyle Chan 
Simon Chung 

Danny Dang 
Samuel Ishikawa 
Isla Johnson 
Jack Ryan 

Thank you for your ongoing support

Visit YPCO.org for more details 
about our COVID safety measures 

and to register to play with us  
in-person this Fall!

http://YPCO.org
http://YPCO.org


Overture to “The Masque of Alfred” T. Arne .............................
 Nirvan Banerjee - Violin 

Adagio and Allegro from Sonata in E-minor B. Marcello ........
 Julianna Ishikawa - Cello 

Overture to “The Masque of Alfred” T. Arne .............................
Menuetto L. Boccherini ................................................................
 Jack Ryan - Violin 

Concertino in D, Op. 25 O. Rieding ............................................
 Samuel Ishikawa - Violin 

Concerto in E-minor P. Nardini ....................................................
 Sofia Card-Lopez - Violin 

Tarantella G. Ellerton ....................................................................
 Simon Chung - Violin 

Sarabande from Partita No. 2 J.S. Bach ......................................
 Isla Johnson - Violin 

Concert Solo No. 3 Ch. Dancla ...................................................
 Kyle Chan - Violin 

Gavotte en Rondeau from Partita No. 3 J. S. Bach ....................
 Danny Dang - Violin

10am
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